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57 ABSTRACT

Actuator device of a sliding cam system with at least one
sliding cam and with at least one actuator pin (13) projecting
from the housing. The housing is attachable to a component
of a cylinder head or to the cylinder head of an internal
combustion engine and the actuator pin(s) (13) can contact at
least one groove of a sliding cam system that has at least one
ejection ramp. The actuator pin(s) (13) are loaded in the
direction toward the sliding cam by springs (14) and can be
fixed in their retracted position facing away from the groove
by alatching device that can be locked and is controlled by an
electromagnet unit. At least one latch element (11) of the
latching device is in active connection with at least one recess
(12) on the actuator pin(s) (13).

9 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
ACTUATOR DEVICE FOR THE
ADJUSTMENT OF A SLIDING CAM SYSTEM
WITH SWITCHING DISK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of German Patent
Application No. 102011086233.1, filed Nov. 14, 2011, which
is incorporated herein by reference as if fully set forth.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

An actuator device of a sliding cam system with at least one
sliding cam and with at least one actuator pin projecting from
a housing, wherein the housing can be attached to a compo-
nent of a cylinder head or to the cylinder head of an internal
combustion engine and the actuator pin(s) can contact at least
one groove of a sliding cam system that has at least one
ejection ramp and wherein the actuator pin(s) are loaded by
springs in the direction toward the sliding cam and can be
fixed in their retracted position set apart from the groove by a
latching device that can be locked and is controlled by an
electromagnetic unit.

BACKGROUND

Such an actuator device is known from WO 2010/097298
Al. In this actuator device, the actuator pins have a hollow
construction and have latch elements in openings of their
walls, wherein these latch elements are in active connection,
on one side, with an external component and can be locked,
on the other side, by conical pins. Although the outer com-
ponent has a conical surface corresponding to the latch ele-
ments, the locking is based on the clamping effect of the latch
elements.

Apart from the fact that this actuator unit has many indi-
vidual parts, requires a high installation effort, and generates
high production costs, there is the problem that, e.g., due to
vibrations of the internal combustion engine and thus of the
actuator device, the latching device is not always securely
locked and also not always released after locking, so that the
actuator pins are lowered in an undesired way in the direction
of'the sliding cam unit, causing an undesired contact between
the sliding cam and the groove.

SUMMARY

The present invention is therefore based on the objective of
improving an actuator device ofthe type named above, so that
the mentioned disadvantages are eliminated. A high ejection
speed for insertion into the displacement groove should be
guaranteed and also the actuation of two actuator pins should
take place without reversing the poles of the current direction
on the magnetic core of the electromagnetic unit. Further-
more, a small number of components should be used for
reducing the installation and production costs and thus a
cost-effective production should be possible. In addition, for
the purpose of tolerance compensation, an active return stroke
of the actuator pins should be provided.

This objective is met in that at least one latch element of the
latching device is in active connection with at least one recess
on the actuator pin or a component connected to the actuator
pin. Thus, a clear fixing of the actuator pin or pins in the
latching device is guaranteed, so that the actuator pins are led
into the recess, locked rigidly in their retracted position, and
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2

are not ejected in an undesired way even if there are vibrations
of the internal combustion engine.

The latch element(s) that are advantageously formed as
balls are guided so that they can move in a switching disk in
the radial direction relative to the actuator pin(s) and are fixed
in the direction perpendicular thereto.

Here, the latch element(s) are also in active connection
with a component that has, on one side, a support surface that
is set apart corresponding to the dimension of the latch ele-
ment from the base of the recess and thus supports the latch
elements in the recess and that has, on the other side, an
undercut whose depth is set apart corresponding to the dimen-
sion of the latch element from the outer lateral surface of the
actuator pins. Through this construction it is guaranteed that
the latch element(s) can move in the radial direction between
the recess on the actuator pin(s) and the undercut, so that the
actuator pins can move freely in the plane between the
recess(es) and the undercut, while the actuator pins are locked
when the latch element(s) are in active connection with the
support surface and therefore cannot deform in the radial
direction. However, the latch elements are here in active con-
nection with the recess or the edge of the recess and clearly fix
the actuator pins.

The position of the undercut and/or the recess and/or the
position of the latch elements in the switching disk are
selected in the axial direction of the actuator pins so that the
latch elements contact the recesses and the support surface in
the retracted position of the actuator pins.

According to the invention, the switching disk is connected
to at least one transmission pin that can be displaced by the
electromagnetic unit against the force of a compression
spring in the direction toward the sliding cam. By energizing
the electromagnet, the transmission pins displace the switch-
ing cam against the force of the compression spring so far that
the latch elements can come into active connection with the
undercut and thus can release the actuator pins. Conversely, in
the retracted position, the compression springs ensure that the
latch elements contact the support surface and are in active
connection with the recesses or their edge, so that the actuator
pins are completely retracted and are held in the retracted
position.

The transmission pin(s) are controlled by a magnetic core
of'the electromagnetic unit that is arranged within a magnetic
coil, advantageously with the intermediate placement of a
guide knob.

Here, the pressure magnitude of the compression springs is
greater than the forces of the springs of the actuator pins, so
that the compression springs move the actuator pins against
the force of their springs for movement into the inner position
and can be held there. Advantageously, two actuator pins are
provided with springs whose plane is oriented parallel to the
axis of the sliding cam, wherein two transmission pins
arranged parallel thereto are provided with compression
springs whose plane is rotated relative to the plane of the
actuator pins advantageously by 90°.

The actuator pins and transmission pins, including the
switching cam, are supported in a guide sleeve, wherein the
guide sleeve is fixed on a flange. The flange is used on its side
for fastening the actuator unit on the component of the cylin-
der head or on the cylinder head itself and simultaneously acts
as an abutment for the springs for the travel of the actuator
pins.

On the side of the flange turned away from the guide sleeve,
the magnetic core connects to the guide knob and magnetic
coil that are held in an outer housing. A terminal disk is
provided on the side of the magnetic coil turned away from
the flange.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For the further explanation of the invention, reference will
be made to the drawings in which an embodiment of the
invention is shown in a simplified form.

Shown are:

FIG. 1 is a section view through an actuator device with
retracted actuator pins,

FIG. 2 is a section view through the actuator device with a
view of the transmission pins according to the line A-A in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a section view corresponding to FIG. 1 with an
energized electromagnetic unit, and

FIG. 4 is a section view corresponding to FIG. 1 with a
non-energized electromagnetic unit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In FIGS. 1 to 4, as far as shown in detail, 1 designates a
guide sleeve that is supported in a borehole of a component of
the cylinder head or the cylinder head (not shown). The guide
sleeve 1 is attached to a flange 2 that can be screwed with the
component or the cylinder head. A magnetic coil 3 that is
arranged in an outer housing 4 is provided on the side of the
flange 2 turned away from the guide sleeve 1. This outer
housing is attached to the flange 2. A terminal disk 5 and a
guide knob 6 are arranged and attached outside of the mag-
netic coil 3 in the outer housing 4. Within the guide knob 6 and
the magnetic coil 3, a magnetic core 7 is installed that can be
displaced in the axial direction within the magnetic coil 3 and
the guide knob 6 and is controlled by the magnetic coil 3. The
magnetic core 7 has a flange and is in active connection with
this flange with transmission pins 8 (see FIG. 2) that are
supported on the other side on the guide sleeve 1 by compres-
sion springs 9. The transmission pins 8 are connected rigidly
to a switching disk 10. The switching desk 10 has radial
openings in which latch elements 11 are guided. Openings in
which actuator pins 13 are held are provided in the switching
disk 10 parallel to the transmission pins 8. The actuator pins
13 have recesses 12 that can come into active connection with
the latch elements 11. The actuator pins 13 are loaded by
springs 14 that are supported on the flange 2 and load the
actuator pins in the direction (ejection direction) toward the
sliding cam. An undercut 15 is provided in the guide sleeve 1
at least partially adjacent to the recesses 12, so that the latch
elements 11 can move freely in the radial direction at the
height of the undercut 15 and can release the actuator pins 13.

If'the latch elements 11 are located next to the undercut 15
on a support surface on the guide sleeve 1, then the radial
distance between the recess 12 and the support surface is so
small that the latch elements 11 remain in the recesses 12 and
fix the actuator pins 13.

The springs 14 and compression springs 9 are designed so
that the force level of the compression springs 9 is greater than
the forces of the springs 14 for ejecting the actuator pins 13.
Because the friction on the latch elements 11 also acts against
the ejection movement of the actuator pins 13, the actuator
pins 13 are moved back into the retracted position when the
magnetic coil 3 is not energized and remain there.

If the magnetic coil 3 is energized, then the magnetic core
7 pushes the transmission pins 8 in the direction toward the
guide sleeve 1 against the force of the compression springs 9.
Therefore the switching disk 10 and thus the catch elements
11 are displaced from the area of the support surface into the
area of the undercut 15, so that the actuator pins 13 are
released by the catch elements 11, because these can be
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released from the recesses 12. The springs 14 then move the
actuator pins 13 in the direction of the sliding cams. One of
the actuator pins 13 can engage in a matching groove and can
displace the associated sliding cams from one to a different
actuation element of the gas-exchange valves. The other
actuator pins 13 moves outward up to the outer lateral surface
of'the sliding cam that is also designated as the high circle of
the sliding cam.

After the displacement process, the actuator pin 13 men-
tioned first is moved out from the groove by the ejection ramp.
The ejection ramp pushes this actuator pin backward at least
up to the high circle of the sliding cam. In this position, the
catch elements 11 can now move into the recesses 12 of the
actuator pins 13 and be supported on the support surface or
the edge of the support surface of the guide sleeve 1. Through
the force of the compression springs 9 that is greater than the
force of the springs 14, these push the actuator pins 13 a
sufficient distance that is approximately 1 mm relative to the
high circle of the sliding cam. The second actuator pin is here
likewise retracted into the starting position by the switching
cam 10 and the compression spring 9.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 Guide sleeve

2 Flange

3 Magnetic coil

4 Outer housing

5 Terminal disk

6 Guide knob

7 Magnetic core

8 Transmission pin

9 Compression springs

10 Switching disk

11 Latch elements

12 Recesses

13 Actuator pins

14 Springs

15 Undercut

The invention claimed is:

1. An actuator device of a sliding cam system, the actuator
device comprising at least one actuator pin projecting from a
housing, the housing is adapted to be attached to a component
of a cylinder head or to the cylinder head of an internal
combustion engine and the at least one actuator pin is con-
trolled by an electromagnetic unit and is loaded in an exten-
sion direction by a spring and is fixed in a retracted position
opposite from the extension direction by a latching device and
at least one latch element of the latching device is movable
into active connection with at least one recess on the at least
one actuator pin for locking the actuator pin in position.

2. The actuator device according to claim 1, wherein the
latch element comprises a ball that is guided for movement in
a switching disk in a radial direction relative to the actuator
pin and is fixed in a direction perpendicular thereto.

3. An actuator device of a sliding cam system, the actuator
device comprising at least one actuator pin projecting from a
housing, the housing is adapted to be attached to a component
of a cylinder head or to the cylinder head of an internal
combustion engine and the at least one actuator pin is con-
trolled by an electromagnetic unit and is loaded in an exten-
sion direction by a spring and is fixed in a retracted position
opposite from the extension direction by a latching device and
at least one latch element of the latching device comprises a
ball that is guided for movement in a switching disk in a radial
direction relative to the actuator pin and is fixed in a direction
perpendicular thereto and is movable into active connection
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with at least one recess on the at least one actuator pin for
locking the actuator pin in position, the latch element is also

in active connection with a component that has, on one side,

a support surface that is set apart from a base of the recess
corresponding to a dimension of the latch element and that 5
has, on the other side, an undercut having a depth that is set
apart corresponding to a dimension of the latch element from
the outer lateral surface of the actuator pin.

4. The actuator device according to claim 3, wherein a
position of at least one of the undercut, of the recesses, or of 10
the latch element in the switching disk in the axial direction of
the actuator pin is selected so that the latch elements contact
the recesses and the support surface in the retracted position
of the actuator pin.

5. The actuator device according to claim 3, wherein the 15
switching disk is connected to at least one transmission pin
that is displaceable by the electromagnetic unit against a force
of'a compression spring in the extension direction.

6. The actuator device according to claim 5, wherein the at
least one transmission pin is controlled by a magnetic core 20
arranged within a magnetic coil of the electromagnetic unit.

7. The actuator device according to claim 6, wherein a
pressure magnitude of the compression spring is higher than
the forces of the spring of the actuator pins.

8. The actuator device according to claim 7, wherein there 25
are two of the actuator pins that are supported with the
springs, two of the transmission pins arranged parallel to the
actuator pins with respective ones of the compression springs,
and the switching disk is located in a guide sleeve and the
guide sleeve is attached to a flange. 30

9. The actuator device according to claim 8, wherein the
flange is an abutment for the springs.
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